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This year’s Design Indaba will see Mohair SA and world famous trend forecaster, Lidewij Edelkoort, collaborate to forecast the future of mohair yarn. Titled “Do it Yourself Yourself” (D.I.Y.Y.), Mohair SA will feature a  special exhibition stand that will present an innovative look at craft as never seen before, specially created for Mohair SA by Edelkoort herself, and will showcase her creative trends for 2012 – 2013. 

D.I.Y.Y.  will exhibit the work of young designers, craftspeople and knitting collectives, including Edelkoort’s creative teams, Collectif France Tricot in Paris and Studio Chevalier-Masson from Belgium. Visitors will be able to see inspiring sample textile knitted objects in vibrant colours as well as a documentary featuring the samples, all choreographed into one stunning multi-media exhibition. The highlight of the stand will be the Guerilla knitting event when students and staff from the Elizabeth Galloway Academy of Fashion Design will celebrate creative knitting with D.I.Y.Y. pop-up knitting sessions during the VIP preview on Thursday 1 March and on Saturday 3 March from 10:00 – 19:00.

Tired by the lack of imagination in fashion, Edelkoort feels that consumers will take faith and pleasure in doing creative things themselves. They will rediscover the beauty of one-of-a-kind creations made from yarn, fringe, crochet, patchwork, embroidery and hand-knit pieces. 

The Do It Yourself (D.I.Y.) movement has indeed gained momentum, influencing more unique and personalised garments and accessories. Knitting collectives are springing up everywhere, empowered by the web and bringing people together in response to a human need for sharing experiences and stories while creating craft. 

Mohair SA has been calling upon Lidewij Edelkoort since 2009 to conduct special forecasts about mohair trends to inform, inspire and innovate the fibre in the fields of fashion and lifestyle, but this will be the first time that Mohair SA will collaborate with Edelkoort at Design Indaba. It will also be the first time that her 2012 – 2013 trends will be shown in South Africa. 

Deon Saayman, Mohair SA General Manager says, “It’s very motivational for the mohair industry to see where the partnership with Lidewij Edelkoort is taking the fibre. Being involved with her on such a global scale is a further testament to the true value of mohair.”

Edelkoort is one of the most celebrated trend forecasters, working in the fashion, textile and lifestyle industries. Her company, Trend Union, produces bi-annual trend books which outline styles, colours and textiles that will be important for upcoming seasons and are used by strategists, designers and marketers at international brands.

Versatile by nature, mohair is coveted by the world’s fashion industry elite, as well as by interior designers, craft specialists, industrial fibre specialists and the tourism sector. Mohair manufacturers maximise on the fibre’s unrivalled natural beauty, capitalising on its rare, natural qualities, which include its lustre, durability and light weight. It absorbs saturated colour like no other fibre, breathes easily, is crease resistant and non-flammable.
To find out more about mohair visit www.mohair.co.za
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